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USF is seeking to share its knowledge and experience with researchers, 
university academics and professionals in the domain of urban planning, 
including both residential buildings and natural environment. It supports 
existing skills and competences in the fi eld of regional management and 
sustainable development.

Working in the context of international cooperation and technical 
interdependence, USF is committed to foster a network of skills and 
competences in the domains related to:
-Rural and urban development specifi c issues 
-Protecting the Environment and natural areas 
-Preserving urban and architectural heritage 
-Improving life places and areas where living conditions and hygiene are 
either unfavourable or precarious 
-Combating urban inequalities and segregation 
-Enhancing local economic development and social progress 
-Organising transport infrastructure and travel systems 
-Quantifying and preventing various urban, natural and technological 
risks 
-Integrating citizen participation to urban development and social and 
economic projects 
-Integrating local governance and Agenda 21 
-All levels of regional planning and development

In all these domains, USF seeks to make the following contributions to 
assist the international community (a non-exhaustive list):
-Urban planning along with physical and socio-economic development. 
-Restoration and regeneration of existing areas (former inner-town 
centres and peripheral areas) 
-Solving problems related to informal districts, makeshifts and insalubrious 
housing. 
-Reorganisation and reconstruction of damaged areas hit by natural or 
technological disasters or belligerency. 
 Construction and rehabilitation of housing, facilities (schools, hospitals, 
public services,...), infrastructure as well as various networks.

USF undertakes its short, middle and long term missions in compliance 
with The Universal Declaration of Human Rights without any form of 
discrimination.

The principal objective of USF, in regards to the advancement of 

international solidarity, is to engage and to participate in all spheres of 

town planning, protection of environment and regional development.

USF is recognised as a Non-Governmental Organisation.

    

   

-Awareness programmes: organisation and management of events, 
exhibitions, symposiums and conferences.
-Training: lectures, conferences, seminars, professional training, ...
-Publication (paper based and electronic): books, magazines, newspapers, 
letters, tracts, ...
-Communication: multimedia, audio and audio-visual, ...
-Refl exions conducted by USF working groups according to geographical 
and cultural areas specifi cations.
-Production of research papers, studies, documents and expert reports.
-Various services : consulting, programming and setting of operations 
and events, project management, coordination and assessment.
-Field missions and operations executed independently or in 
partnership.

All actions enabling USF to achieve its missions.

Methods and meansObjectives of the NGO

USF has several working groups focusing on a variety of topics and 
geographical areas.
-Informal districts, disadvantaged areas and City policy 
-Town planning and regional development 
-Environment and sustainable development 
-Urban transportation 
-Economic development and urban commercial planning 
-Safeguard and rehabilitation of architectural and urban heritage 
-Town planning rules and tools 
-Local institutions and governance 
-Natural disasters and risk prevention

USF Workshops undertake their activities in cooperation with the 
USF teams in the countries where interventions are taking place. All 
projects are coordinated and settled in Paris. Specifi c study trips and 
meetings are organised according to the activity of each workshop. 
Some workshops are distance programmes based on email exchange. 
Other workshops are organised through meetings in Paris.

USF leads several international interventions in all 

continents. In order to achieve its goal, the NGO 

undertakes the following actions:

Workshops of USF


